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If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA a 
written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing of Form 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/019217 



Box No. I Basis of this opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

f which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

| | a sequence listing 

[ J table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of materia) 

EZ] m wr * tten *° r ^ 

["""] in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

| J contained in the international application as filed. 

[ J filed together with the international application in computer readable form 
[ | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 
furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 

filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 




Novelty (N) claims 1-6 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 


YES 


Claims 1""6 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1 — 6 


YES 


Claims 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Document 1: JP 2002-146135 A 
Document 2: JP 11-12398 A 
Document 3: JP 2000-136281 A 
Document 4: JP 2000-63607 A 
Document 5: JP 8-239528 A 



Claims 1-6: documents 1-5 

The claims of document 1 describe a resin composition comprising EVOH, 
polyamide, sodium salt, divalent metal salt and boron compound and paragraph 0053 
describes constituting a laminate comprising polyamide layer and polyolefin layer. 

Document 1 does not particularly describe blending 

(1) a phosphorous compound, and 

(2) a hindered phenol compound; 
however, 

(A) document 2 (claims, paragraphs 0008, 0012-0013, and 0015) specifically 
describes, in a compound in which EVOH and polyamide are blended, the advantage of 
blending the compounds of (1) and (2). 

(B) Document 3 (claims, paragraphs 0010-001 1) specifically describes, in a 
compound in which EVOH, polyamide and boron compound are blended, the advantage of 
blending the compound of ( 1 ) . 

(C) Document 4 (claims, paragraph 0010) specifically describes, in a compound in 
which EVOH is blended, the advantage of blending the compound of (1). 

(D) Document 5 (claims, paragraph 0021) specifically describes, in a compound in 
which EVOH, polyamide and divalent metal salt are blended, the advantage of blending the 
compound of (2). 

This being the case, in the invention of document 1 , applying the technologies 
described in documents 2-5, which are considered to belong to the same technical field, and 
constituting a laminate in which the compounds of (1) and (2) are further blended for the 
purpose of improving the characteristics of the laminate can be easily achieved by a party 
skilled in the art and the effect of such point cannot be considered as particularly 
outstanding. 
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